Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.074; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.1.
In the title compound, C 16 H 14 Cl 2 O 3 , the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two benzene rings is 55. 30 (5) . The methyl ester group lies within the ring plane due to an intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond [maximum deviation from the C 8 O 2 mean plane is 0.0383 (13) Å ]. In the crystal, molecules are held together by rather weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Adeel, Rashid & et al., 2009) . A sterically encumbered and functionalized biaryl, the title compound, was synthesized from 4-(4-methoxyphenyl)-1,3-bis(trimethylsilyloxy)-1,3-butadiene. In this paper, the crystal structure of the title compound has been presented.
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two benzene rings is 55.30 (5)°. The methyl ester group lies within the ring plane due to an intramolecular O-H···O hydrogen bond; the maximum deviation of any atom from the mean-plane of atoms C1-C8/O1/O2 is 0.0383 (13) Å for C2. In the crystal, molecules are held together by rather weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds along the a-axis ( Table 1 ).
The title compound was prepared according to a previously published procedure (Adeel, Rashid et al., 2009 ) using 3-(Silyloxy)-2-en-1-ones (332 mg, 1.65 mmol), 1,3-bis(silyl enol ethers) (612 mg, 1.65 mmol) and TiCl 4 (0.18 ml, 1.65 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (4 mL). The title compound was isolated as a colorless prisms; (190 mg, 40%, m.p. = 367-369 K).
Crystallization from a saturated dichloromethane/methanol (9:1) solution at ambient temperature gave colourless crystals suitable for X-ray crystallographic studies.
Refinement
An absolute structure was determined by using 1569 Friedel pairs. The H atom bonded to O1 was located from a difference Fourier map and refined freely. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.98 (methyl) or 0.95 Å (aryl) with U iso (H) = 1.5 times U eq (C) (methyl H) or 1.2 times U eq (C) (aryl H); torsion angles of all methyl groups were allowed to refine. The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are presented as small spheres of arbitrary radius. are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Computing details
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
